CHAPTER IV

THE DISPERSION

OF HELLENISTIC

EDUCATION IN

THE GRAECO-ROMAN

WORLD

(300 B.C.-1500 AD.)

"The most significant characteristic of the Greeks is that no group of them
settled anywhere without at once establishing a school, and organized education was
the most important single factor in the process of hellenization and also in the
resistance to that process."1 This is a remarkable generalization concerning the
importance of organized education and its central role in the spread of Greek
civilization. Moses Hadas points out that "the basic meaning of hellenizein (to
hellenize) is to speak Greek and its proper use is with reference to people who would
not normally be expected to do so. In its wider sense hellenization is the adoption of
Greek modes of behavior in general by people not themselves Greek."2 The signifi-
cance of the generalization that organized education was the chief factor in teaching
non-Greeks not only to speak Greek but to adopt Greek modes of behavior cannot be
over emphasized.
Not only did the Greeks rely heavily upon organized education to perpetuate
their civilization at home (as did the Mesopotamians and the Egyptians before them),
but Greeks moved restlessly outward from their homeland until they eventually spread
their culture over vast parts of the civilized world in the course of the thousand years
that can be identified as Hellenic and Hellenistic (roughly 800 B.C. to 200 A.D.). The
Moses Hadas, Hellenistic Culture; Fusion and Diffusion, Columbia University Press, New York,
1959, p. 59.
2Ibid., p. 45.